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It may seem like a huge jump from spiritual gifts to the foundations of the faith, to
the Resurrection of the dead. But actually, it makes sense if you think about it.
Paul is inviting the community at Corinth to restart their relationship with the
faith, with God, and with one another. Something has gone off the rails, so it is
time to get back to what matters. One item of dispute in the church at Corinth was
the belief in the Resurrection of the body. So, Paul wants to confront it head on.
And to do it, he goes back to Jesus.
While there appears to be some argument about what happens to us, there isn’t an
argument about what happened to Jesus. So, Paul starts there. Jesus was raised,
and was seen, and spoke and ate and interacted. This is what Resurrection is,
says Paul, this embodied eternal life. It isn’t, he argues, some ghostly, spiritual
Resurrection; it is flesh like we know it. But then, he admits, it isn’t exactly like
we know it, or experience it now. But it is nonetheless real.
Continued on page 2

Sixth Sunday After Epiphany
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1st Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

“A New Reality”

News and Notes
THIS WEEK
Sunday, February 13

Please join us on Sundays at 11 am. If you
don’t feel comfortable coming in person,
you can watch our livestream at
graymemorialumc.org/facebook.com or
graymemorialumc.org/youtube, at 11 am
or any time after that at
graymemorialumc.org/

If you have prayer
requests, please contact
Norma Adams, Jennifer
Skinner or Gail Teems.
You may also call the
church office at 850/385-6441 or send a text to
850/933-8469.

Prayer Requests
Sam, Patsy and Betty
George, John and Patty
Brenna, Bella and Joyce
Jennifer Skinner’s mother’s church in Bainbridge, Ga, in need of new pastor
All those who are suffering from accidents, illnesses and surgery

Continued from page 1

What does this mean for worship today? It’s Christmas again! No, really, behind
Paul’s argument is a firm belief in the incarnation. God determined our flesh worth
rescuing, worth redemption, so much so that God put on this flesh and walked
among us—not put on as in a costume, but put on as became like us, enfleshed.
That is the glory of the Christmas celebration. Okay, you just got all that stuff put
away. Should you drag it all back out again here in the middle of February? Well,
maybe not. But go back and look at the songs you sang, maybe not the baby in the
manger ones, but the love came down ones. There is some profound theology in
some of the favorite Christmas carols. Maybe you could spring from one of those
this day to talk about the wonder of what Christ did in becoming like us.
It is also a continuation of the “you matter” theme. The Resurrection of the body
means that this body matters. It is matter and matter matters. Okay, we’re getting a
bit confused there. But incarnation is a way of saying that this life is important.
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We aren’t just trying to get through it as quickly as we can so that we can enter
heaven somewhere. We are living heaven right now. Let it be a celebration of this
life, even as we anticipate eternity.
This may not be the place to challenge competing views of what happens when we
die. That isn’t really what Paul was doing in our Corinthians text. Instead, he is
trying to get us to focus on Christ and see in him hope for the future, even as we see
a pattern for living today. Jesus is the model of living and loving and dying and
rising. And while we may not really know what happens at that threshold moment
between this life and eternity, we embrace the promise and the hope wholeheartedly.
###

2022 Conference Wide Local Training
The Florida Conference is offering local church training over Zoom during February
and March. There are 3 opportunities for members to participate; the material is the
same for all three sessions.







Finance teams
SPRC teams
Board of Trustees
Child & Youth Protection Policy
Children’s Home Local church Representatives
Lay Leader and Lay Member to Annual Conference

Please go to the following website address to register for the training.
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/ConferenceWideLocalChurchTraining2022

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, Feb. 8

2 pm
5:30 pm
7 pm

United Methodist Women
Yoga Class
Executive Council meets via Zoom

Wednesday, Feb. 9

7 pm

Zoom Bible Study led by Todd ClarkBook of Acts

Thursday, Feb. 10

10 am
5:30 pm

Bible Study
Choir Practice

Sunday, Feb. 13

11 am

Worship Service

Tuesday, Feb. 15

5:30 pm

Yoga Class

Wednesday, Feb. 16

7 pm

Zoom Bible Study led by Todd ClarkBook of Acts

Thursday, Feb. 17

10 am
5:30 pm

Bible Study
Choir Practice

